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number of colored plates and numerous cuts, and contains much 
valuable information of a practical sort about the choice and 
management of apparatus and the best sources from which to 
obtain them, with many other useful hints. R. M. G. 

A Reference Handbook of the Medical Sciences Embracing 
the Entire Range of Scientific and Practical Medicine 
and Allied Science by Various Writers. A new edition, 
completely revised and rewritten. Edited by Albert H. Buck, 
M.D. Volume VII. Illustrated with chromolithographs and 
CSS half-tone and wood engravings. New York: William Wood 
& Co. 

In a review of one of the volumes of a work such as this, it is 
impossible to adequately consider all of the individual contributors. 
Suffice it to say that no article has come under the reviewer's notice, 
after a careful search throughout the book, that does not show the 
most careful work on the part of its author and a most judicious 
editorial supervision on the part of Dr. Buck. A due sense of 
proportion prevails throughout, and no subject is dismissed with 
too slight notice, nor is there undue expatiation upon what might 
be regarded as unimportant matters. 

% -I'he present volume contains some contributions which may be 
singled out as authoritative monographs upon the topics considered 
in them. We would mention especially the contribution on Tera- 
tology by Piersol, probably the best knowm authority on this subject 
in the world. In addition to the valuable text. Dr. Piersol con¬ 
tributes a number of most interesting illustrations of monsters, and 
of the method of their embryological development. The article on 
Tuberculosis by Councilman is also an especially noteworthy and 
authoritative exposition of the subject. Dr. M. Allen Starr writes, 
as might be expected, a most lucid account of the description of 
the diagnosis of local tumors of the spinal cord. The articles upon 
the Spleen, by Mall; the Sympathetic Nervous System, by Onuf; 
and that upon Syphilis, by James Nevins Hyde, are all worthy of 
the high reputations of their authors. 

It speaks well for the editorial ability of Dr. Buck that he should 
have been able to secure the services of such men as Pilcher to 
write upon Tracheotomy, and Roswell Park upon Trephining, or, 
as he apparently prefers to call it, Trepanning. D. Bryson Delavan 
contributes a most interesting description of the tonsils, and the 
treatment of their various pathological lesions. 

The physician who is fortunate enough to own a set of the 
Reference Handbook may congratulate himself upon having 
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acquired a library which may be considered a mvliuvi in parvo of 
medical literature. Although the volumes are very bulky they are 
not unwieldy, and their clear print and handsome appearance 
places them far above most works of an encyclopaedic nature. 

F. R. P. 

The Decennial Publications, University of Chicago. A 
Description of the Brains and Spinal Cords of Two Brothers 
Dead of Hereditary Ataxia. Cases XVIII. and XX. of the Series 
in the Family Described by Dr. Sanger Brown; with a Clinical 
Introduction by Dr. Sanger Brown. By Lewellys F. Barker, 

M.D., Professor and Head of the Department of Anatomy. 
Printed from Volume X. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 
1903. 

The rare and valuable material used as a basis of study for the 
present monograph is described and worked up with the greatest 
care and precision. The text is excellently and very elaborately 
illustrated. Dr. Brown in the clinical introduction gives a r&umd 
of the symptomatology of hereditary ataxia, to which is added a 
family tree of the cases described by him. A careful clinical report 
of the two fatal cases follows. 

The main portion of the monograph is given up to a study made 
by Dr. Barker of the topography of the brain and microscopic 
lesions of the brains and cords of the two brothers. The brains 
and cords of both cases were relatively small, the cords, medulla, 
and pons in each case looking smaller in proportion than the cere¬ 
brum. The various sulci and gyri showed no deviation from the 
normal type which could be regarded as standing in relation to the 
disease from which the family suffered. 

The microscopic study revealed degenerations of one system of 
exogenous fibres of the posterior funiculus (apparently corresponding 
to the third fetal system of Trepinski), the dorsal nucleus of Clark, 
the direct cerebellar tract of Fleehsig in the lateral funiculus, and 
its continuation in the restiform body. In addition there w’as some 
involvement of the dentate nucleus of the cerebellum and the 
brachium conjunctivum, and probably also of the inferior olivary 
nucleus of the medulla oblongata. Corresponding to the degenera¬ 
tion of the white matter of the spinal cord there was an increase 
in the glia tissue. These lesions correspond almost exactly with 
what Dr. Adolf Meyer found in another instance from the family 
which he studied. The degenerations in the posterior funiculus 
should probably be regarded as systemic. Barker believes that 
they involve only certain of the stem fibres and collaterals of the 
intramedullary continnation of the posterior roots, namely, those 
corresponding to one period of medullation in the embryo. 

W. T. L. 


